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   The GOAT Sermon: 
    Christian Morality
    Matthew 5:17-48

Intro: The Sermon on the Mount series…
· Principles outlining the truly blessed life in God’s sight (ie. the Beatitudes)!
· Poetic pictures of living the blessed life—ie. salt and light…
· This week, pragmatic situations showcasing Christian living…

Read: Matthew 5:17-48
v.17-20—Christian ethics and the OT…
· Jesus’ followers to “surpass” Pharisaic righteousness…spirit of law vs. letter of law.
v.21-22—Not just “murder” but anger, 4-letter 	words, and personal attacks…
v.23-26—Seeking to make things right…desiring 	conflict resolution. (Rom12:18)
v.27-30—Adultery not just sleeping but seeing…
· Porn problems in society…
· Learning to “gouge out/cut off” the lust issue:
	a) _____________________________
	b) _____________________________
	c) _____________________________
v.31-32—The Bible’s teaching on divorce takes 	discernment (cf. Deut.24, Mal.2:16, 	1Cor.7)…
v.33-37—Being people of our word and keeping 	commitments… 
v.38-42—Not paying back evil for evil, but 	overcoming evil with good (cf. 	Rom.12:21).
v.43-48—Living as reflections of God…

What the Sermon teaches…

1) ____________________________________
· A sermon that reminds us how deep our sin is (cf. Gal.3:19, Rom.3:20)…
2) ____________________________________
· God’s work from the inside out (Mt.9:12ff).
· Doctrines of Regeneration and Sanctification…
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Reflection Questions
(Please take time to ponder and pencil in 
to prep for this week’s small group session.)

*So we are 3 weeks into a new sermon series on the Sermon on the Mount.  What specifically have you been challenged by or enlightened by from Jesus’ sermon?





Looking ahead into the next Chosen episode…
      *Read Matthew 4:23-25: Are there certain challenges in being popular?  What have you noticed about the way Jesus handles the crowds both in the Bible and in the Chosen series?






     *Read Luke 7:18-35: Why do you think John asked this question when he was the one leaping (Lk.1:41) and proclaiming (Jn.1:29ff.) Jesus earlier in life?  Do you have a question of faith you often still wonder even though you “know” the answer already?






     *Read Matthew 27:19: Why do you think God gave Pilate’s wife a dream about Jesus?  Why do you think Pilate ignored this warning?
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