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The GOAT Sermon: 
   The Beatitudes
  Matthew 5:1-12

Intro: Last week, Word of the Year: FIRST…
· FIRST sermon series in 2024…context around theme verse (Mt.5-7, 6:33)…
· The GOAT Sermon…Sermon on the Mt…

Read: Matthew 5:1-12
v.1-2—The silence before the spotlight (Mt.4).
· A distinction between “crowds” and “disciples”…a sermon for “disciples!”
· Why did Jesus pick a mountain for sermon?  Uphill climb to follow Him! Stretch/strain!
· “Beatitudes” Latin for “blessed”…Jesus outlines the truly blessed life in v.3-12!
v.3—“poor in spirit” shows spiritual debt we 	all owe (cf. 1Tim.1:15-17)…
v.4—“mourn” isn’t simple tears but being 	broken by sin (2Cor.12:21, 1Cor.5:2, 	Jms.4:9).
v.5—“meek” is gentle humility (cf. Mt.11:29)...
v.6—“hunger and thirst for 	righteousness”…primordial, basic 	drives…
v.7—“merciful” in action cf. Mt.20:30, 15:22...
v.8—“pure in heart”…cleansing of inner 	motives…
v.9—“peacemakers” in world of fighters…
v.10-12—“persecuted, insulted, 	slandered”…the kingdom and the 	prophets.

Closing: Jesus lived this sermon!
· The Blessed Life is learning to follow Jesus in life…overwhelming to the point of needing His strengthening!
· Looking for God-given opportunities to live this God-life…
· The Beatitude that spoke to you: __________
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Reflection Questions
(Please take time to ponder and pencil in 
to prep for this week’s small group session.)

*Watch: Ep.4 “Clean, Part 1” (60min). 
What most caught your attention watching this episode?









*There are a lot of tensions starting to build in this episode: Peter/Eden, Tamar/Mary, the broken well/community life, Jewish power structures/Jewish Messiah, etc.  When you feel the tension in life building, what do you do to relax?









*When the disciples returned from their mission journey, they expressed “feeling power but struggling to understand.”  Are there some things you have experienced but struggle to understand as it relates to your faith journey too?  Explain.
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